Tipping points, extreme events and uncertainty: How can studying
the Arctic help us predict future European climate beyond the mean?
Date: 14 October 2020
Time: 13:30 – 15:30 CEST

Web-conference
We invite policy-makers, MEPs and stakeholders to join us for this briefing event, where researchers
leading on this topic from Horizon2020 climate research project Blue-Action will present the current state
of knowledge to decision-makers and other policy-stakeholders. The event will include a panel discussion
with MEPs and Blue-Action scientists, and is open to all who would like to learn more about this topic.
The Arctic is warming twice as anywhere else on the planet and rapid changes are occurring, from
warming air temperatures to retreating sea ice. However, the impacts of Arctic change are not restricted
to the far north, as the Arctic is connected to the rest of the world via atmosphere and global ocean
circulation. Understanding the drivers of these changes, and the connections between the Arctic and the
Northern Hemisphere, allows us to make predictions about the impact beyond the Arctic. Developing
robust predictions is a vital step to allow businesses, communities and governments to be able to adapt
to future changes.
Cutting-edge research has suggested linkages between European weather and climate, and changes in
sea ice and sea surface temperatures in the Arctic. In particular, extreme weather events such as
heatwaves, cold waves or storms can be linked back to changes in the Arctic. These extreme events are
predicted to increase in frequency and intensity, and can have huge impacts on ecosystems and human
society.
The Blue-Action project is an EU-funded Horizon2020 project working to improve how we predict the
impact of warming in the Arctic region on Northern Hemisphere weather and climate, by:
-

Undertaking comprehensive and sustained observations, especially in the ocean
Develop and improve models that can predict climate from seasons to decades in advance
Translate these predictions into climate services for communities and businesses

The Blue-Action project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme under grant agreement no. 727852.

DRAFT AGENDA
13:30 – 13:45

Welcome remarks by MEP Christel Schaldemose & MEP Urmas Paet

13:45 – 13:55

Remarks by Sigi Gruber, Head of Marine Resources Unit, DG-Research
and Innovation, European Commission European Commission (DG
RTD)

13:55 – 14:00

Remarks by Lars H. Smedsrud, Professor, Geophysical Institute,
University of Bergen, Bjerknes Centre for Climate Research, Professor
II at UNIS, Longyearbyen, Svalbard, Arctic Fulbright Chair 2019-2020

14:00 – 14:10

Introduction by Steffen M. Olsen, Blue-Action Coordinator, Danish
Meteorological Institute

14:10 – 14:35

Presentations by:
Helene R. Langehaug, NERSC – The ocean is key to climate prediction
in the North Atlantic – Arctic region
Didier Swingedouw, University of Bordeaux – Risks and impacts of
abrupt changes in the North Atlantic
Joan Ballester, ISGlobal – Climate and mortality in Europe: is early
adaptation improving human health?

14:35 – 14:45

Reaction by Nuno Lopes, Head of the Innovation, Climate and Energy
Division, City Council of Almada

14:45 – 14:55

Reaction by Mininnguaq Kleist, Head of Greenland Representation /
Minister Counsellor, Greenland Representation to the EU

14:55 – 15:20

Interactive discussion with speakers and science panellists:
Femke de Jong, NIOZ; Jennifer Mecking, NOC; Svein Østerhus, NORCE

15:20 – 15:30

Closing remarks by MEP Christel Schaldemose & MEP Urmas Paet

Contact: Ilias Grampas, EU Affairs Manager, EBCD
Secretariat of the EP Intergroup on "Climate Change, Biodiversity and Sustainable Development"
E-mail: ilias.grampas@ebcd.org – Tel: +32 2 234 50 14

